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‘Tis the Season
Greetings from your Association family
here in Perryville, Missouri, and welcome to
our final Bulletin newsletter of 2019. I want to
start by thanking you for journeying with us
this year. The staff here at our Lady’s Association
works hard to bring you articles, updates,
images, and prayers to remind you just how
loved you are. Our prayer is that in the time
you spend exploring these pages, you will be
ever more confident in our Lady’s motherly
intercession for you and for all her children.

Winter is a season, meaning it is not
permanent, but rather a time characterized by
particular circumstances or features. For many
of our members living in northern and highelevation climates, the particular circumstances
or features that characterize winter are cold
temperatures and heavy snow. My guess is

these good folks are quite grateful winter only
lasts a season. When we think of winter, we
think of shorter days, staying inside, and waiting
for the weather to improve. Interestingly, the
Latin root of “season” is “serere” meaning “to
sow.” Wait a minute…sowing in winter? How
do we reconcile these two opposing notions of
hibernation versus sowing?
If you remember from prior quarters, my
Bulletin series this year has been on our universal
call to holiness – sainthood. God made us for
himself, in his image and likeness, and he calls
us in our varying states of life, to serve him, to
love him, and to be with him forever. The word
vocation comes from the Latin “vocare” meaning
“to call.” Many people confuse vocation with
occupation. Occupation is what you do for a
living – nursing, teaching, chemistry, law,
business, etc. Vocation is what you do for the
kingdom – serving a spouse and children as a
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husband or wife; shepherding a flock as a priest;
serving and proclaiming to the world as a religious
brother or sister; or witnessing to the sacrificial love
of Christ as a consecrated single person. Regardless
of one’s occupation, everyone is called by God to build
his kingdom of love through one of these states of life.
So what does this have to do with winter?
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As I look upon the great and holy souls throughout
history, the saints who have truly carried out God’s
will with joyful obedience and hopeful gratitude, it
occurs to me that they understood three fundamental
and connected truths about life.
First, occupations are seasonal, but vocations are
permanent. The latest statistics claim that the average
person will change careers five to seven times and
thirty percent of the workforce will make a career
change every twelve months. While our modern culture
wants us to believe that marriage, holy orders, and
consecrated life are just as fluid, the saints knew this
to be false. Vocations are permanent because they are
covenants with God. We must teach our young people
that they are being deceived when others encourage
them to walk away from their vocations. As Christians,
we must work tirelessly to defend marriage, build the
family, and encourage our religious men and women.
Second, life on earth is a season. It is not our
permanent dwelling, but merely a place of pilgrimage
where we are forged in the fire of temptation and
strengthened by the grace of God to grow in virtue,
most especially love. Too often, society today wants
us to believe that our time on earth is all there is. The
common mantra is “live it up now while you can,”
which often takes the form of self-indulgence and
using others “to get what is mine.” What a sad and
hopeless worldview. In our occupations, and certainly
in our vocations, we must demonstrate the beauty
and joy of self-sacrifice, seeing others not as objects
of gratification or empowerment, but as the brothers
and sisters in Christ that we know them to be.

Finally, life’s most abundant harvests
spring forth from the seeds we sow both in
season and out of season. If you’ve ever heard
the Fatima prayer then you’re familiar with the
words, “…and lead all souls to heaven, especially
those in most need of thy mercy.” A perfect
harvest is one in which ALL souls are reunited
with their Creator, including and especially
those who have fallen farthest from him in
this life. As men and women striving to
become saints, we must never give up on a
single soul. By our example and prayer, let us
teach our family, friends, co-workers, and
neighbors to dedicate each day to leading at
least one soul into the all-merciful, all-loving
arms of our Lord.
Members of our Lady’s Association know
that the road to heaven is paved by the tender
care of our Blessed Mother Mary. She pleads for
us. She prays for us. She flies to our protection.

She obtains God’s grace for us. She is the Queen
of Heaven and the saint of saints. For 2020, if
you will continue to journey with me in our
quarterly Bulletins, I want to explore a number
of the Marian statues on the Shrine grounds
that so beautifully depict our Lady under several
of her most cherished titles.
Thank you for leading a wandering world
back to its mother, who with the Holy Spirit, leads
all her children to Jesus, the Light of the World.
May our vocation be enriched by our
Lady’s intercession, and may our sowing this
winter help to lead all souls to heaven!
Sincerely yours in our Lady,

Fr. Kevin McCracken, C.M.
Spiritual Director

Our Volunteers

The definition of a “volunteer” is someone
who freely offers to undertake a task. Here at
the Association of the Miraculous Medal we
started a volunteer program in 2014 with just
one person. Five years later, we currently have
33 active volunteers which include men,
women, and school-aged youth who help do
everything from setting up for Mass, watering
flowers, greeting visitors at the Shrine Church,
praying the rosary for Association members
each Wednesday, creating wreaths, helping
with events, sorting various materials that come
through the office, decorating for holiday seasons,
and much more. By the end of 2019, volunteers
will have dedicated more than 4,000 hours of
their time to our Lady’s Association.

We are blessed to have such dedicated
volunteers who want to help us in our mission
of bringing others closer to Jesus through
devotion to Mary. And by their work, they too are
growing spiritually. If you live near Perryville,
Missouri, and would like to be a part of the
volunteer team, please contact Frank Ryan,
Volunteer Coordinator, at 573-768-7013 or
email him at fjryan@amm.org. There are many
opportunities available with flexible hours in
our friendly office environment.
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Don Fulford, AMM C.E.O.

The Gifts I Remember Most

Late one night, while everyone
was asleep, I heard the music of
our wind chimes on the back
porch. It was such a sweet sound. I got up and
stood silently looking out into the darkness as
the stars twinkled and greeted my arrival. The
wind chimes were a gift given to me when my
dad died. When I hear them, I’m reminded of
a good, hardworking man full of humor and
creative ideas. He did a good job raising his
children. It is hard not to both smile and cry
when I think of him, and the many other good
people that helped guide me with wisdom,
love, and knowledge.

when I see that brand of beer, I always think of
her and the incredible hugs she would give us
when we visited her in Detroit. When I smell a
pipe burning I think of my grandfather and of
time spent at his house, talking about how the
world has changed. Like many of you, that
special song or unmistakable smell can take you
back to those magical moments of days gone by
and bring to mind the smiles of departed
family and friends.
Whether it is late at night or in the middle
of the day, I always say hello and send a prayer
their way. Sometimes I might laugh and say,
“Where are those lottery numbers you promised?”
I find comfort in knowing they cared and
shared their lives. The gifts I remember the
most are the times we spent together and the
enormous amount of love and grace we shared.
Those fun experiences, daily conversations,
and of course the sounds and smells remind us
of who they were.
May all of you be blessed with many reminders
of those incredible people who paved the way
for you. I hope you remember them with love
and warmth, and cherish the friendship they
shared with you. I also hope you take some
time to ponder the incredible memories you
made together and say a prayer for them. I
have no doubt they are looking down on us with
big smiles and will greet us again in heaven.

Many loved ones have long since gone, but
there are always reminders that pleasantly
surprise us. I am reminded of my mom when I
see a butterfly in the wind or a sailboat on the
water. I think the reason I plant so many flowers
in the summertime is to attract butterflies, which
always evoke warm and loving memories. My
grandmother lived to the age of 85 and credited
her once daily Labatt’s beer, just before nap
time, as the key to her longevity. It’s funny, but
[ 4 ] AMM WINTER BULLETIN 2019

Yours in Jesus and Mary,

Don Fulford,
AMM C.E.O.

THANK YOU! The dedication of YOU, our faith-filled
members, allowed us to reach our goal of distributing two
million Miraculous Medals by Mary’s birthday, September 8.
So many of you requested hundreds, even thousands, of medals
to distribute to friends, family, strangers, schools, organizations, etc., that we
achieved our ambitious goal. The excitement of members having the opportunity
of sharing the story of the Miraculous Medal, along with the medal itself, has been inspiring to
all of us at our Lady’s Association. We’ve received countless stories of ways members shared the
medals with others. We would love to hear more of these stories from you, our dedicated members.
Even though we were successful in achieving our goal by our Lady’s birthday, let us continue
the mission of propagating the Miraculous Medal, by sharing the medal with those in need of
Mary’s loving intercession. If you need more medals, call us at 1-800-264-6279 or order online
at www.amm.org. Don’t miss out on helping fulfill Mary’s mission.

Request Our New Winter Votive
Light Card
The Association is once again offering a
new card to announce your Votive Light gift and
prayer which will warm the heart of a loved
one during the bleak winter months. The
image of our Blessed Mother is a reminder that
she is waiting for us to ask her for the graces
God will shed upon those who ask for them,
especially through her powerful intercession.
The lantern with the warm glow of the candle
To request our new Votive Light card like
symbolizes the light to brighten the day of
someone who might be experiencing a difficult the one pictured, indicate this on the enclosed
time, especially after the holidays or during the reply form, call our office at 1-800-264-6279,
winter months which are many times dreary. or email us at ammfather@amm.org.
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Our Lady’s Work

All members of our Lady’s Association
come together to do our Lady’s work, whether
it’s through prayer or financial assistance. Your
many prayers enable us to reach out spiritually
to those who are in need, and your monetary
contributions provide the resources which
help us to carry out our mission.
On this page you will find a brief financial
accountability report for our fiscal year of July 1,
2018, to June 30, 2019. Although you can read
our mission statement in every issue of the
Bulletin, we want to repeat it here:
4%

3%

The National Shrine of the Miraculous
Medal is our center of prayer. It is through
your support that we accomplish our mission
and you become a partner in that mission. The
report on this page shows the sources of our
funds and how they are used.

Where Your 2019 Donation Dollar Went...

6%

12%

The Association of the Miraculous Medal
brings Jesus Christ to the world by inspiring
devotion to Mary, Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal, through whom we unite ourselves in
prayer to grow in holiness while supporting
the apostolic mission and charitable works of
our Vincentian priests and brothers.

36%

39%

Income

Vincen�an Community Works

Support of the Shrine

Promo�ng Devo�on to the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Management

Pastoral Ministry

Fund Raising

Program Services and Expenses
Promoting Marian Devotion...........................$6,235,897

Donations...................................................$11,529,167

Vincentian Community Works.......................$5,673,834

Memberships...................................................$528,655

Pastoral Ministry............................................... $1,838,949

Shrine............................................................... $166,902

Shrine Support......................................................$671,407

Masses...............................................................$153,506

Fundraising............................................................$987,220

Other Income...............................................$1,222,703

Management..........................................................$523,241

Total Income..............................................$13,600,933

Total Expenses.................................................$15,930,548

The last two items of expense are for fundraising and management. As you can see, they add up to
9% of the expenses. This means that 91% of your contribution goes directly to the Association’s work.
Total expenses exceeded total income this year by $2,330,000. This was due to the transfer of
assets to the Congregation of the Mission Western Province (the Vincentians). The Association of the
Miraculous Medal transferred $5,551,399 of capital assets related to the Capital Campaign and Grounds
Renovation Project to the Vincentians once this project was completed. This reflects the improvements
made to the Shrine Church and grounds which are owned by the Vincentians of the Western Province.
Again, we are grateful for your kindness to Our Lady’s Association. We continue to be humbled
by your generosity. All this information is part of our Financial Report, which is available on request.
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How You Can Give at the End of the Year

Gifts of Cash
Cash (including check and credit card) is the most
popular type of gift. These gifts are always appreciated
and make a big difference in the fulfillment of our mission.
Annuities
Becoming more and more popular with the
uncertainty in the market, our Charitable Gift Annuity
program is very special. A Charitable Gift Annuity can
provide income for the rest of your life along with generous
tax benefits, and later, will support the Association of the
Miraculous Medal as your final legacy. Currently, donors
over the age of 70 can earn a guaranteed annual
income on gifts of $10,000 or more. The rate of return
is somewhere between 5% and 9% per year, depending
on your age. The income can also be for one life or the
lives of two people in most circumstances.
Life Insurance
The Association of the Miraculous Medal can be
named as the primary or contingent beneficiary of an
existing life insurance policy. During your lifetime,
you retain ownership and have access to the policy’s
cash value. At your death, you leave a legacy for the

If you have owned the securities for more than
one year, you can use their current value as an income
tax deduction. If your securities have decreased in
value, it might be advantageous for you to consider
selling them and using the cash proceeds to make a
charitable gift.
The amount of the gift can be a tax deduction, and
the loss created by the sale may be used as a deduction
from other taxable income.
Retirement Plans
Retirement Plans provide yet another means for
making a charitable gift. At age 70-1/2 you are required
to begin taking distributions from your retirement
account. If you do not need the distributions for
personal expenses, consider using these funds to
make a charitable gift.
Leaving your Legacy and making the Association of
the Miraculous Medal your beneficiary
After you have made provisions for your family,
remember your favorite charities in your will or
through a gift annuity. You can make gifts through
your will, a living trust, stocks, life insurance policies,
or retirement plans.
Sherry

Your monetary gifts and estate planning will make
it possible for us to continue our work of spreading
devotion to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal.

We often forget that there are many ways to give
gifts to the Association. If you own securities that
have increased in value, you may want to donate the
securities directly to the charity.

Pat

As 2019 comes to a close, many of us wonder what
we can do to express our thanks for the blessings we
have received through our Blessed Mother’s intercession.
Please consider making a Year-End gift to the Association
of the Miraculous Medal.

Stocks and Bonds

Krista

Your generosity and commitment to the Association
enables us to fulfill our mission of bringing Mary,
conceived without sin, to the world. For this we say
THANK YOU!

Association and continue to honor Mary and support
the important work that we do. Join others in making
the Association of the Miraculous Medal your beneficiary.

For more information on how to include the Association in your legacy, please contact Krista Koishor at
klkoishor@amm.org or (573-768-7015), Pat Vetter at pjvetter@amm.org or (573-768-7018) or Sherry Clark at
smclark@amm.org or (573-768-7017).
Our mailing address is: 1811 W. Saint Joseph St., Perryville, MO 63775, and our federal ID number is 43-0673516.
The Association does not offer legal or tax advice. For advice, consult your attorney or other professional advisor.
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The View From
Your Window
In our youth, we tend to be preoccupied with
life’s most immediate needs and desires. But as we
age, our thoughts evolve. We don’t lose sight of the
present, we just become more concerned about
the future.
Father Oscar Lukefahr, our former Spiritual
Director of the Association of the Miraculous
Medal, wrote this several months before his
sudden death in 2015. He was spiritually preparing
himself for his next step in life.
“Sometimes I am asked about the view from my
room here at the Vincentian residence in Perryville,
Missouri. I reply that it’s a view of my next assignment.
When asked what I mean, I take them to my room,
open the blinds, and there is my next assignment
…our community cemetery.
You see, the older I get, the more comfortable I
become with the reality of death. This is because
I know that death in this life is birth into the next. I
also treasure the Church’s Sacraments of healing
(Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick) as God’s
way of preparing me for heaven.

This spiritual aspect of end-of-life planning is of
utmost importance, but the financial aspect is also
necessary. Unfortunately, this can be an intimidating
process for families because it involves complex tax laws
and strategic estate planning.”
If you are wondering what it means, “to keep
the Association in your plans for the future,” let me
tell you another true story.
Every couple of years, a mother of three in the
Association’s office here at the Miraculous Medal
plans an action packed vacation for not only her
children, but also her entire family. She prides
herself on taking the time to make sure every
detail is thought of and she doesn’t hesitate to contact
experts if there’s an area she doesn’t understand.
This past year the group had nearly 40 family
members invited and as we all can imagine, they
had different interests and even food requirements.
Definitely, a logistical challenge, but she takes her
time, asks lots of questions, makes plans and then
makes sure everyone knows the plan. She makes
adjustments as the trip gets closer. Changes
happen, but she puts a good structure in place that
accommodates some of the unforeseen challenges
a trip like this could make. She understands that
without these plans, it is going to cost everyone
more time and money.

The ultimate trip we all will take someday is
very similar. We don’t know the day of departure,
but we do know it will take lots of great planning
with a professional to make sure it doesn’t end up
costing our loved ones extra time and money.
Writing a will and planning the handling of our
estate can be unpleasant because it forces us to
think about our own mortality. But, with a little
faith, some work, and help from an expert, it can
be a celebration of a life well lived, gifts that leave
an incredible legacy, and a departure well planned.
You worked hard for everything in your life. It just
doesn’t make sense to have it lost to lawyers, estate
costs, thrift shops on the quarter table, and government
fees, because you didn’t want to think about your
own mortality.

(1) Inventory of Assets.
The first question your professional planner or
estate lawyer will ask when setting up a will is
what do you have? That is, if you wrote down
everything you own that has value, what would be
on that list? It is officially called an “Inventory of
Assets” and you will need to create this list and keep
it in a folder. Have it ready for your first planning
session. Start with items like bank accounts, insurance
policies, individual retirement accounts (IRA),
investment accounts, property, safety deposit boxes,
and others. List everything you know about each
account and policy, including contact names,
amounts and identification numbers. Leave space

between each item on this list to add notes. From
there, go room to room and list everything of value.
Antique bedroom sets, mirrors, tools, paintings,
vases, jewelry, watches, furniture, china, lawnmower,
guns, silver sets and other collectibles. List everything
you know about these items and the approximate
value if you have it, but also include it on a small
sticker for the back of the item. There are countless
stories of paintings, art, vases, special furniture,
books and other items being given away to thrift
stores by a distraught family trying to settle an
estate only to find that it was a priceless family
heirloom worth thousands. Grab paper and a
pencil and get started making your list!
(2) Determine who you want to be
your beneficiaries.
This is another list that needs a little thought
and planning. Where will this list of assets end up
and how will it show that you were a person not
only of deep faith, but also kind and thrifty?
Money can be split evenly down to the penny. We
need to make sure beneficiaries and organizations
names are kept current. Family heirlooms and
other possessions can be much more difficult. It is
certainly easy to say that these people get all my
belongings and they can just work it out, but that
can create problems. Sometimes family members
get their minds set on having your special 100year-old family Bible or your favorite painting.
Believe it or not, these little things can cause
incredible family strife for years. Having an open
conversation with your beneficiaries can resolve
many of the issues before they begin. In one such
instance, I read where a man made a long list of his
valued items and proudly wrote where each one
should go, as a gift. He included things like tools
and his lawnmower to the young man down the
street who helped him with his yard, furniture to
his great-grandson who had just purchased his first
house, jewelry to a niece who always commented
on its beauty at family gatherings, and his entire
collection of clocks which was to be sold to benefit
the local Catholic school where he grew to know
his faith. What an incredible and very thoughtful

gift he gave to each of these people. It was planned
and done with a big heart and a kind smile. I know
those receiving the gifts of his estate were truly moved
and wonderfully surprised by his thoughtfulness
and care.
(3) Determine who will manage
your estate plan.
Depending on the nature of your assets, you
may be directed to a trusted family member(s), an
attorney or corporate trustee as your executor.
Make sure you understand the pros and cons of
each of these choices, including the fees that each
will receive from settling the estate. Ask the question
and request the answer in writing so that everyone
is on the same page when they see the settlement
fee. This is not a time when you want your grieving
relatives to be surprised. A level-headed, neutral,
emotionally grounded, faith-filled, and financially
stable person that is well organized will be key.
That last sentence is worth reading again and
again. Your entire estate rides on the decisions of
this individual and the year or more of hard work
and bureaucracy this person accepts. The person
may need to be a firm and transparent peacemaker
as well. Your heirs, the courts, bill collectors,
neighbors, old friends and others, will be leaning
on this person over the course of their settlement
work. Why financially and emotionally stable?
When you pass on and hand over your estate,
which usually includes bank accounts and the
sales of large assets, you want someone who has
always been good with finances and won’t make
decisions based on the emotions of the moment.
This person is usually compensated based on the
percentage of the entire estate or as indicated by
each state as reasonable costs. It’s a good idea to
put a lot of thought into this and talk to your advisor
about choosing the right person or team to help
with these important decisions.
(4) Record Keeping.
Whether you keep it in a safe, under your bed,
or in the freezer, keeping records of everything is
so important. The bills will keep coming each month,

direct withdrawals and deposits will continue to
happen, and, of course, your life insurance company
will have no idea of your death unless someone
informs them. Sharing your records, will, and
copies of your documents with your executor
helps generate questions and puts everyone on the
same page. One of our savvy members brings his
financial team, estate lawyer, and executor together
every couple of years to review and revise his plan
as needed based on everything from tax law
changes and beneficiary updates to distribution
amounts and additions. He also makes sure everyone
understands his intent, that it is documented, and
then makes copies for everyone. He has also
personally sold everything that could pose an
issue and noted in his records those items that
have sentimental value or are priceless heirlooms
to the family. All good news for those he chose to
administer his last bequests.
There are so many things to consider, but
taking charge and starting your list is always a
good start. Planning, open discussions, and outside
counsel will help alleviate most the headaches and
will show others that you were a kind and generous
person full of unwavering faith…who also planned
their last trip well.
Request this
complimentary
brochure on the
enclosed reply form.

Contact Us
For more information about gifts that
pay you income, please contact our
Mission Advancement Team:

1811 West Saint Joseph Street, Perryville, MO 63775
Phone: 1.800.264.MARY (6279) or 573.547.2508
www.amm.org • ammfather@amm.org

Krista Koishor:
klkoishor@amm.org
573-768-7015

Leave a legacy of faith and
gratitude by remembering
AMM in your will.
For those looking to donate to the Association of
the Miraculous Medal, here is sample language:

Pat Vetter:
pjvetter@amm.org
573-768-7018

“I hereby give, devise and bequeath unto the Association
of the Miraculous Medal, 1811 West Saint Joseph
Street, Perryville, Missouri 63775, ______% of my
estate for the furtherance of its works.”
The Association of the Miraculous Medal is a
501(c) (3) nonprofit organization, which is
approved by the IRS to be tax exempt
(ID #43-0673516).

Sherry Clark:
smclark@amm.org
573-768-7017

We Look Forward to Hearing from You!

Association of the Miraculous Medal

Dave, a member of our Lady’s Association
since August 2017, lives in Texas. He recently
visited the Shrine Church and grounds here in
Perryville, Missouri. Dave’s journey to a closer
relationship with Jesus and our Blessed Mother
has been one of profound joy and devastating
sorrow. He graciously agreed to share his story
of faith with us, and all of you.
Dave was born in New York and raised as a
Catholic. He attended a public school which had
an unique relationship with the local Catholic
parish so he was never far from learning about
Jesus and Mary. Between the ages of 11 – 18,
he had no formal Catholic education, but once
he began college, he found his way back to the
Church. Dave’s college research supervisor
and his wife took Dave under their wings and
made sure he stayed on his Catholic journey.
During college Dave met his wife, Martha.
She was not Catholic at the time, but joined the
church before their marriage and graduation.
They were blessed with 43 years of marriage
and with a son and daughter. Even though Dave
and Martha moved several times during their
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marriage, they still found opportunities to
volunteer their time and talents in their
respective parishes, especially through their
involvement with Marriage Encounter and the
overseeing of the building of a church and its
facilities. The more they became involved, the
more their faith blossomed. When they finally
settled in Texas, it was there that they saw their
spiritual lives transform even more as they
continued to volunteer in various ways in their
parish and community. Martha’s devotion to
our Blessed Mother began to flourish which,
in turn, brought Dave closer to Mary as well.
In 2016, Dave suffered a massive heart
attack while at a gym. Dave was fortunate that
a cardiologist was present to perform CPR
which revived him. He was told that only 10%
of people survive a massive heart attack outside
of a hospital setting. Dave underwent a triple
bypass. Three weeks later, he was able to
return to his volunteer work at school and
church. He joked in saying that he didn’t see a
bright light or feel any flames at the time of the
attack so he must have been a reject. But seriously,
to this day, he continues to question “why”
God spared his life on that day and how he was
able to recover so quickly.

The most defining moment of Dave’s life
and spiritual journey came on a bright and
sunny Monday, May 1, 2017, when Martha, his
beloved wife of 43 years, passed away suddenly
as a result of a traffic accident. She was 18 days
shy from retiring as a school nurse. Just a few
days prior to her death, she witnessed her
grandson make his First Holy Communion.
While at the family celebration for this event,
Dave and Martha’s son and daughter-in-law
asked them about their wishes for their funeral
arrangements and final resting place. Little did
they know that just 48 hours later, Dave and
his family would be making these arrangements
for Martha. Dave mentioned that the morning
following Martha’s death, he readied himself
to attend Mass because it was something he
felt he needed to do. His daughter attended
with him. When he arrived for Mass, those in
attendance were shocked and amazed. He
stated, “Where else would Martha want me to
be?” Dave’s attendance at Mass that day gave him
not only the strength he needed, but comfort
as well. Members of the parish are still inspired
by Dave’s strength and desire to continue to be
in the presence of our Lord despite his grief.
Since his wife’s death, Dave believes that he
needs to attend daily Mass and adoration just
like Martha did. He finds his greatest source of
peace and comfort in the presence of God
during adoration. Prayer is a very important
part of his life--his pillar of strength for each
new day God gives him on earth.
Dave shared that he learned about our Lady’s
Association in Perryville when a member of
Martha’s Prayer Shawl group enrolled her as a
perpetual member of our organization. When he
discovered that the Association was sponsoring
a pilgrimage to Paris, France, in 2018, he felt a
particular draw to attend, even though it
meant travelling without Martha. It was through
this pilgrimage that Dave became an active

member of our Lady’s Association, which
began yet another journey in finding his love
for our Lady’s Miraculous Medal.
After the pilgrimage, he requested his first
supply of Miraculous Medals to share with others.
He loves telling the story of Saint Catherine
Labouré, her mission of having the medal
struck and distributed, and the power of the
medal as promised by Mary. He feels very
comfortable in telling complete strangers the
story of the medal and is honored when he is
asked to tell the story to groups like those in
RCIA classes. People have come back to him
to let him know that they still have and wear
the Miraculous Medal he gave them. He’s lost
count of the number of medals he’s distributed.
He continues to carry several with him to
hand out. Dave feels so blessed in being able to
help the Association in our mission of bringing
others closer to Mary and Jesus through the
Miraculous Medal.
Dave still struggles with grief, his faith,
and prayer life. It’s during his lowest times that
he turns everything over to God and finds his
greatest strength. His affiliation with our
Lady’s Association, his love for our Blessed
Mother, and his devotion to the Miraculous
Medal help him to focus on his faith. In spite of
his struggles, he is grateful that he has a very full
life. He stays active in his parish and community
with volunteer work. He is president of his local
Saint Vincent de Paul Society, is an instituted
acolyte, repairs books at several libraries, is a
substitute teacher, and sits patiently as first
graders read to him. Dave’s journey to Jesus
through Mary is a work in progress, but he
knows that each day he is given to glorify our
Lord here on earth is another day he is able to
bring one more person to know and love our
Blessed Mother and her Son.
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In Memory of:
Anna R. Albosta
By: Mrs. Phyllis Sikora
Robert Bock
By: Mrs. Marie A. Tedesco
Margaret Booraem
By: St. Joseph Parish Choir
Lucille Casano
By: Eve Durante
Steven DiMaggio
By: Mrs. Marilyn DiMaggio
Wilma Ann Eftink
By: Centier Bank
Robert Fulford
By: Mr. Santo Marabella
Judith Galli
By: Tom and Yvonne Barta
Judith Galli
By: Paul Juang
Judith Galli
By: Mary C. Mueller
Judith Galli
By: Duane Patterson
Judith Galli
By: Mr. Herman Rapert

Judith Galli
By: Christine and Mike Walter
Judith R. Galli
By: John and Barb Mazzola
Judith R. Galli
By: Midwest Eye Institute
Judith R. Galli
By: Gary and Janet Shipper
Judy Galli
By: Chris and Carol Brescia
Judy Galli
By: Marilyn and Steve Crimmins
Judy Galli
By: Charles and Jane A. Hudson
Judy Galli
By: Judith A. Kusnierkiewicz
Judy Galli
By: Frank and Bonnie Pellegrini
Aurora Garcia
By: Mrs. Patricia A. Avalos
Mr. Michael James Hensy
By: Mr. Todd Haberkost
Michael Hensy
By: Mike Miller

Mike Hensy
By: Leonard and Mary Dane
Father Oscar Lukefahr
By: Dr. and Mrs. Kevin Whitton
Lois Jean Martin
By: Lanada Marcinko
Mr. Raymond Rellergert
By: Miraculous Medal Staff
Donald J. Stecher
By: Mrs. Marilyn Stecher
Raymond A. Wagnon
By: Mr. Ronald A. Wagnon
John 'Jack' Weber
By: Hazelwood City Council
Charles E. Whitten
By: Mr. Paul W. Leible
Stella Ziolkowski
By: Vic Buranskas and Helen Weber
In Honor of:
Geneva M. Kaufman
By: Mr. Ronald A. Wagnon

As a response to Pope Francis’ encouragement of bringing
evangelization and “Church” into the digital landscape, Father
Ron Hoye, C.M., the director of Catholic TeamWorks and parish
mission presenter, along with a team of three lay persons and two
religious members of the Vincentian Community, have put
together The God Minute prayer podcast (thegodminute.org).
The ten minute podcast is led by a Vincentian priest and includes music, scripture, and a
thoughtful, spiritual message to begin, or end, your day with the Lord. There are several easy ways
to listen—through an app on your Android or iPhone, through The God Minute website, or through
iTunes, Spotify, Facebook, Twitter, etc.
Father Ron mentioned that they have listeners from all over the globe. He has many listeners
from Africa, someone from the island of Malta, and another who lives on an island in the middle of
the Irish Sea. The podcast has elements of easy, beautiful prayer and is a collaboration between
clergy, laity, and the Vincentian Family. Please visit the website thegodminute.org for more information
on the team and how to sign up. See how beautiful prayer can be!
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Dear Father,
My second pregnancy was a very difficult one. I started hemorrhaging twice in the first few
months and was hospitalized both times. I was able to carry my son to term and he was born
healthy. I, however, was left with physical and emotional problems that landed with me in the
hospital again. A dear friend sent me a Mass card and Votive Lights from our Lady’s Association.
I made a full recovery. I was given the gift of two more children and was able to enjoy raising
them and to know and love our ten grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. My husband
and I are very grateful and have such a strong devotion to our Blessed Mother.
Dear Father,

- S.D. – AZ

Recently, I had two molars extracted. I generally take a half of a tranquilizer before going to
the dentist. I struggled to push the thought of the dental procedure out of my conscious mind.
My rosary beads were in my left pant pocket. I put my hand in my pocket and held on to the
rosary as my husband drove. Within 15 minutes all of my anxiety was gone. I turned myself over
to God. Prayer to our Lady is a good tool for getting me through something that causes me to
have a panic attack. Our Lady interceded on my behalf. God is good.
Dear Father,

- S.V. – CT

I grew up in a home with drug, alcohol and physical abuse. I was the oldest of several siblings.
As I learned that Jesus and Mary would help me, I would pray through the abuse, or sit in an
empty church and cry. As I grew into adulthood, I led a "normal" life, and prayed often in times of
need and in thanksgiving. As an older adult, I have spent time reflecting back on all the miracles
granted to me. I now know it's my mission to pray for this generation and the next generation, to
give thanks, to pray for the world, and to teach the young to pray. Having been blessed so many
times in my life, I am ready to go "home" when God calls me. It has helped in this life to know I
am here for a purpose, and whether my circumstances are good or bad, my final reward is in heaven.
Dear Father,

- N.A. - CT

I have an amazing story of Mary's intercession I would like to share. I was given a special
rosary that my husband's aunt (a nun) prayed with every day. The rosary was always with me. My
purse was stolen with the rosary inside. I was devastated. I prayed to Mary for the rosary to be
returned to me. I did not care about the other contents of the purse. Two weeks later, the purse
was mailed to me. Everything I had in my purse (except for the cash) was still enclosed, including
my beautiful, special rosary. No sender name was on the package. I know it was through Mary’s
intercession that the rosary was sent back to me. I always wear or carry my Miraculous Medal. I
know that Mary is with me.
- C.D. - MA
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The Association of the Miraculous
Medal brings Jesus Christ to the world
by inspiring devotion to Mary, Our
Lady of the Miraculous Medal,
through whom we unite ourselves
in prayer to grow in holiness while
supporting the apostolic mission and
charitable works of our Vincentian
priests and brothers.
The National Shrine of the Miraculous
Medal is our center of prayer. We
appreciate any support you can offer
to help offset the cost of our quarterly
Bulletin. Please use the enclosed reply
envelope to send your support and
your prayer requests. As always, you
are remembered in the Masses and
prayers offered at our Lady’s Shrine.

As a valued member of our Lady’s
Association, our goal is to respect and
protect your privacy. You and the
security of your personal information
are important to us. Our updated
privacy policy is available online at
www.amm.org/AboutAMM/privacy.
If you would like a paper copy or if
you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to call our office at
1.800.264.6279
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Novena & Octave
Schedule
Christmas Novena of Masses – December 16 – 24
Christmas Octave of Masses – December 25 – January 1
Members’ Novena of Masses – January 14 – 22
Members’ Novena of Masses – February 2 – 10
Our Lady of Lourdes Octave of Masses – February 11 – 18
Member’s Novena of Masses – March 15 – 23
Annunciation Octave of Masses – March 25 – April 1

Board of Directors

Our Board Members welcome your emails at ammboard@amm.org

Patrick Carron • Fr. John F. Clark, C.M. • Mary Lou Frank
Sr. Marilyn Moore, D.C. • Tedd Powers • Carol Rozier
Deacon Tom Schumer • Roger Steinbecker
Fr. Ray Van Dorpe, C.M. • Gary Welker

