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Become More Christlike this Lent: Pray - Welcome - Go
Dear Member,
Greetings from our Lady’s Association, and from
the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal in Perryville, Missouri.
Welcome to our first Bulletin of 2018! In my last
Bulletin article, I shared something with you that I
believe is worth repeating, and worth exploring even
further in the Bulletins yet to come.
On October 14 of last year, at the conclusion of the
Vincentian Family Symposium, Pope Francis spoke to
over 11,000 Vincentian pilgrims in Saint Peter’s
Square. He greeted the audience, thanked the Lord for
four hundred years of the Vincentian charism, and
then proposed three verbs for a deepening Christian
spirituality.
The first of these verbs is “to pray.” Pope Francis
says that Saint Vincent devoted himself “to the prayer
that purifies and opens the heart.” To Vincent, prayer
was “essential.” It was the “compass of every day,” a
“manual of life.” For Saint Vincent prayer was not a
duty or obligation, but a way to “make room for the
Lord and his praise, and nothing else.” Pope Francis

calls this most pure prayer “adoration” and explains it
as the “intimacy with the Lord that gives us peace and
joy, and melts the sorrows of life.” Saint Vincent helps us
to see that it is in abandoning ourselves to the Lord
that we become more like him, “more merciful, more
sympathetic, more available.” In this year’s Summer Bulletin,
we will explore more fully the spiritual act of “praying.”
The second verb that Pope Francis proposes for a
heightened Vincentian spirit is “to welcome.” More
than the physical act of greeting or
inviting, to welcome in the Vincentian
sense is “to be available” to others.
At the heart of being available to
someone else is the acceptance that
“life is not my private property, and
time does not belong to me.” To
welcome, Pope Francis says, “is to
detach ourselves from all that is
mine: my time, my rest, my rights, my programs, my
agenda.” Saint Vincent exhibited this heroic virtue of
detachment as he placed his own wants and desires
behind the needs of the poor and suffering. As such,
Pope Francis commends Saint Vincent as an example

of the “ecclesial DNA of acceptance, availability, and
communion” that makes us true men and women of
the Church. In this year’s Fall Bulletin, we will explore
more fully the spiritual act of “welcoming.”
Finally, the third verb that Pope Francis proposes
is “to go.” Here our Holy Father challenges us to do
something with the gifts we’ve been given. He says,
“Whoever loves is not in the armchair waiting for the
beginning of a better world, but with enthusiasm and
simplicity gets up and goes.” Saint Vincent himself said,
“Our vocation is therefore to go…doing what the Son of
God did.” The word “enthusiasm” comes from the
Greek word “entheos,” or “in God.” As members of our
Lady’s Association, we know that our enthusiasm for
Mary’s mission is the desire to bring Jesus to the world.
In this year’s Winter Bulletin, we will explore more
fully the spiritual act of “going.”

God made us to be in communion with him, and
we know from experience, that our greatest peace and
joy are found in unity with Christ.
This is the Good News that we enthusiastically
share when we “pray,” “welcome,” and “go” through
membership in the Association of the Miraculous Medal.
Thank you for your prayer and support! I hope
you enjoy this Spring Bulletin, and I pray for God’s
blessing on you and all your loved ones as you become
even more Christlike this Lent.
Sincerely yours in Jesus and Mary,

Fr. Kevin McCracken, C.M.
Spiritual Director

Lent - A Time to Reflect on Life’s Lessons
Each day we live, we learn
and we grow. Our experiences
begin before our first memories.
We figure out how to roll over,
crawl, stand, and then to walk.
We trip, skin our knees, hurt a
few days, and then we move
forward. We run, play, smile, and giggle. We hug,
dream, and carry around our favorite stuffed animal
and toys. We are introduced to our faith, pray, reflect,
and believe. We head off to school, get bumped, make
friends, get bullied, get an A+ then a D - and we move
forward. We compete, win, lose, work as a team, fail,
succeed, and we try to be humble. We find love, get
jealous, get anxious, and our hearts race. We seek
calm, enjoy the thrill, want more, but don’t like the
change. We notice those with more and forget to be
thankful for what we have. We get angry, our hearts get
broken, contemplate revenge, and we live with resentment.
We will stare at a screen for hours, wish we had more
time, and rush to get everything accomplished. We get
hired for our experiences, wonder if there is more to
life, and look forward to retirement. We have children,

go on diets and stress about making ends meet. We
mourn, get sick, have pain, and pray for miracles. We
say goodbye, look toward the heavens for forgiveness
and cherish those quiet moments in church. We are
surrounded by people, yet we feel lonely. We keep our
faith, enjoy our friends, and check the obituaries each
day. They give us pills for this, meds for that, probe us
to no end, and tell us to come back in a few weeks. We
understand, are kinder, are gentler, and we find peace
through forgiveness.
Each of us is given a journey without a timeline.
Some days don’t seem like anything special, but as you
look back, each day, each experience, good or bad, has
prepared us for the next. We cry, hope, and even question
it all. But in the end, here we are, sharing a laugh,
learning from our mistakes, and moving along. All of
us, no better, no worse, just different.
You can see the effect of life experiences if you
look hard enough. Your dad, who made sure you were
always determined, knew determination would
conquer doubt. Your mom, who held you after your
heart was broken, knew from experience those exact

feelings. Those long hugs from grandma – she has seen
loss in her life and she doesn’t ever want you to forget
her big hugs. Your grandfather’s work ethic – he lost
everything in the Great Depression and vowed it
would never happen again. He always wants you to be
saving for tomorrow. They weren’t the first to feel this
way, and they won’t be the last.

Embrace the experiences that shaped you and give the
gift of that wisdom to others. Get rid of the grudge,
vengeance isn’t yours. Live each day full of vim and
vigor. You are meant to be who you are and don’t ever
hesitate to be there for others. You don’t ever have to
tell them how you know--just being there tells the story.
In Jesus and Mary,

Lent is that special time for reflection on your
accumulations of life’s lessons. It is a time to forgive, it
is a time to remember fondly, and it is a time for
making sure you are re-centered and balanced.

Don Fulford
AMM C.E.O.

Peace
Dear Member of the
Vincentian Family,
What Pope Francis has been
emphasizing these past months
is our need to be concerned about
the devastating numbers of
refugees and migrants throughout
our world. There are over 250 million migrants worldwide,
of whom 22.5 million are refugees.

Can you imagine how Mary and Joseph felt as they
fled? With one donkey and on foot they couldn’t cover
as much mileage as the Roman military who were on
horseback. They had to be fearful of being overtaken
by the searchers until they had put enough miles
behind them. I suspect that these feelings were similar
to what the modern day refugees have been feeling as
they flee their borders.

In a spirit of compassion, let us embrace those
fleeing from poverty, hunger, discrimination, persecution,
and the insanity of war. These families leave their
homelands and loved ones in the hope of finding peace.
It is one thing to open our hearts to the suffering of
others, but that is not enough; more is needed. Welcoming
requires a network of assistance and goodwill, vigilant
and sympathetic attention, the diligent management of
sometimes complex situations, etc.
Our Blessed Mother Mary, Saint Joseph, and the
child Jesus were refugees. They were migrants of
necessity: they fled Bethlehem for Egypt to avoid King
Herod’s mandate to kill all boys two years and under
(Matthew 2:16). The Holy Family stayed in Egypt until
the death of Herod. Scripture scholars tell us that their
exile was not too long, no longer than two years, probably
a matter of months.
The Holy Family was seeking peace.

The Holy Family was seeking peace, so are
today’s refugees.
As we celebrate the Lenten season, do we not seek
peace, internal peace? It is the peace that only our Lord
can give. At the celebration of every Mass, after the
Our Father, the priest prays: “Peace I leave you, my
peace I give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of
your Church and graciously grant her peace…”

I was blessed to have attended the 100th anniversary
of the death of Mother Cabrini at her shrine in the
Washington Heights section of New York City. Cardinal
Timothy Dolan celebrated the Mass. Mother Cabrini
had migrated from Italy to the United States where she
ministered until her death. She died in Chicago, but her
body lies within the altar of her shrine in New York City.
In his message for the world day of peace, Pope
Francis mentioned Mother Cabrini’s anniversary and
the fact that she is the patron saint of migrants. She
devoted her life to the service of migrants and taught

us to welcome, protect, promote, and integrate our
brothers and sisters. “Through her intercession, may the
Lord enable all of us to experience that ‘a harvest of
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.’”
What can you and I do? Welcome these persons
who have graced our borders. Reach out to them.
What else? Pray for peace for ourselves and for our world.
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, pray for us
who have recourse to thee!
Father Ronald Ramson, C.M.

The Oberammergau Passion Play
in Germany Happens Only Once Every Ten Years!

July 10 - 19, 2020

Highlights Include:
Bern, Château de Chillon, Montreux, GoldenPass
Panoramic Train, Gstaad, Lucerne, Innsbruck, Austrian
Alps, Salzburg, Mirabell Gardens, St. Peter’s Restaurant,
Bavaria, Oberammergau Passion Play, Linderhof Palace,
Fussen, Neuschwanstein Castle

This is a unique opportunity with VERY LIMITED space! Please call today
at 1.800.264.Mary(6279) to receive your information Packet!

Join Us for Our Annual May Procession
Save the date of May 6, 2018, to attend the annual
May Procession in Perryville, Missouri, here on the
Shrine grounds. This year the procession will begin
at 1:00 p.m., CT, and it will be the first time our new
Rosary Walk will be used! Hundreds of people of all
ages take part as we process in prayer and song from
the Shrine Church to the grotto to honor our Blessed
Mother and crown her with flowers. Special hand-sewn
prayer banners representing the petitions of Association
members are carried by the Confirmation class in the
procession. Roses are carried by First Communicants
and placed at the feet of our Blessed Mother’s statue,
and our Blessed Mother will be crowned by the Prefect
of the Sodality of the Children of Mary.
A May Procession will also be held this year at the
De Paul Evangelization Center in Montebello, California,
following a bilingual Mass (English and Spanish) and
multicultural celebration at 10:30 a.m., PT.
It’s a faith-filled event as we walk together giving
witness to Mary, our Blessed Mother. I hope you can
join us in person for this joyful event, whether it’s in
Perryville or in Montebello. Watch your mail box for
more details and let us know if you need help making
arrangements for attending by emailing us at
ammfather@amm.org.

New Easter Card for 2018

Easter is the glorious celebration of life over death. Jesus is risen, and so
are we! To announce the Easter blessings promised to us by Jesus, share our new
Easter card with your loved ones. When you do, you will be offering them a
spiritual gift remembrance in our Easter Octave of Masses beginning on Easter
Sunday and concluding on Divine Mercy Sunday. Should you wish to order
one or more Easter cards, simply indicate this on the enclosed reply form, visit
us online at www.amm.org/store, or call us at 1-800-264-MARY (6279).

Save the Date

As a valued member of our Lady’s Association, I hope you will “save the date” for Sunday, October 14, 2018,
as the Shrine Church and grounds are rededicated and blessed. Your presence is requested here in Perryville for
this very special event at 2:00 p.m., CT. It’s only because of your generosity and prayers that this momentous project
has been possible. We could not have done it without you! Look for your official invitation in the mail in September
2018. We look forward to seeing you on this date.

time capsule
Time Capsule
Time capsules are fun. They capture a particular time in history. A time capsule tells future generations who
we were and what we valued. Here at the Association we plan to bury a time capsule on the Shrine grounds to be
opened 100 years from now. As a member of our Lady’s Association, you will have an opportunity to represent
yourself in the time capsule by filling out a page to be included in a special book. In March you will be receiving
a letter from us containing your book page to be completed and returned to us. What a unique chance this will
be for you to leave a message for those who open the time capsule. Be sure to watch your mail for this special letter.

Honoring His Wife & Parents
A member of our Lady’s Association lost his wife in
June of last year. He remembered receiving information
from the Association about our restoration and renovation
project. He considered doing something in honor of his
wife. After several conversations with a staff member, he
mentioned his grief counseling at his church, the people
he had met, and the things that were said, all which
have helped him to move through his grief. He wanted
the Association to know that because of his conversations
with others, and our prayers, he was able to move
forward. He has been so touched by the power of the
Miraculous Medal that he chose to keep his wife’s
medal. He continues to wear it and he prays daily to
our Blessed Mother. In honor of his wife, this member
requested a Rosary Walk section in her name, along
with a second section for his parents since they were
the first teachers of his faith.
The Association is grateful for the generosity and
faithfulness of this member. If you haven't had the
opportunity yet, I hope you will join the thousands of
others who have made a commitment to our renovation/
restoration project and consider making a contribution today.

Krista Koishor

Pat Vetter

Rosary Walk sections leading to the grotto

Sherry Clark

Please contact:
Krista Koishor at klkoishor@amm.org (573-768-7015), Pat Vetter at pjvetter@amm.org
(573-768-7018) or Sherry Clark at smclark@amm.org (573-768-7017).

They will be happy to answer any questions you might have.

Have Your State Represented On Our Rosary Walk
When you receive the special letter about the time capsule, you will also have an opportunity for your state
to be represented on our new Rosary Walk. We want all members of our Lady’s Association to be a part of the
Rosary Walk in some way.

Our goal is to have every state, and Puerto Rico, represented. Information on how your state can be represented
is included in the letter about the time capsule.

And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an
angel of the Lord descended from heaven, approached,
rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. His appearance
was like lightning and his clothing was white as snow.
Then the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid! I
know that you are seeking Jesus the crucified. He is not
here, for he has been raised just as he said. Come and
see the place where he lay.” (Matthew 28:2-3, 5-6)
Christ has risen! But where do we find him?
Christ’s presence and love become visible when we

Columbus (Religious Information Bureau) would like
to help you find Christ in yourself and others.
Take part in a free study from the comfort of your
own home, at your own pace. Nine lively, engaging
books explain basic Catholic teachings and beliefs; the
Mass; prayer; Mary, the Mother of Jesus; the Bible; and
much more. The completion of each book will give you
a greater understanding and appreciation of the Catholic
faith. The program is offered without obligation and is
completely free!

love one another, see Christ in one another, and try to
help one another.

For information about the courses or to enroll, go
to our web site: www.catholichomestudy.org.

This Lent, rather than making an unwelcome
sacrifice, try giving your time to others. Volunteering
at a food pantry, visiting someone in the hospital or
nursing home, or praying with someone who is facing
a serious illness or crisis, will not only make them
happy, but it will make you happy as well. This is
where we find the risen Christ!

If you have questions, call us at 573-547-4084 or
email us at questions.chs@gmail.com. May Jesus
bless you, and may Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal
keep you close to her Son.
In Jesus and Mary,

Catholic Home Study and the Missouri Knights of

Fr. Ron Hoye, C.M.
Director

Visit the National Shrine
It’s not too soon to start making plans for a
personal pilgrimage to the National Shrine of Our
Lady of the Miraculous Medal in Perryville, Missouri.
The following information might be helpful to you in
planning your trip:
• The Shrine Church will re-open on April 1 and the
grounds will re-open on May 6 for the annual May
Procession
• New features - the one mile Rosary Walk, bronze
Blessed Mother and Jesus statues, meditation
areas, and restored statues
• The newly painted Shrine Church is open year
round. Please call for hours and updates.
• Mass is offered Tuesday-Saturday at 8:00 a.m., and
11:00 a.m. on Sunday
• A novena service each Monday night at 7:15 p.m.
followed by Mass at 7:30 p.m., CT
• FREE guided tours (individual or group) are
available of the historic Church completed in 1837
and the Shrine Chapel which was added in 1929
• The Church, Shrine, and grounds are handicap
accessible
• The Shrine Visitor Center and Gift Shop is open
daily; closed holidays
• Additional outdoor sights include Bishop Rosati’s
log cabin, Vincentian cemetery, rock grotto (built
during WWI—restored in 2017)
The Church and Shrine are located eighty miles
south of St. Louis, Missouri, off Interstate 55. Small
or large groups are always welcome! Plan a day trip
with family, friends, or fellow parishioners. Call
1-800-264-6279 for more information.

From the Mail
Dear Father,
After my daughter died in 2011, I was devastated and in a state of shock. I cried all the time. I stayed in my
room and didn’t want to live. I started to pray the rosary. I knew our Blessed Mother felt my pain. I prayed and
kept asking my daughter to send me a sign that she was at peace. Two years later I was sitting in my kitchen when
I suddenly had an overwhelming feeling that someone was with me. When I turned around I saw an apparition
of my precious daughter with a beautiful smile on her face. I thought I was going crazy, but I know in my heart
what I saw was real. How is it that I deserved this miracle? From that day on my healing process started. I know
our Blessed Mother Mary intervened and my daughter is with our Lord.

G.C. - NJ
Dear Father,
My dear mom passed away at the end of November in 2016 at the age of 103. A Miraculous Medal was placed
beside her pillow at the time of her death. The next day was the first Sunday in Advent. I went to Mass that morning which was the first Mass I attended after I left the Church more than 25 years earlier. I am confident it was
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal who brought me back to God. I am forever grateful for this blessing.

L.M. - CA
Dear Father,
A few years ago I was unemployed, looking for a teaching job. I applied for other types of jobs, asking for
Mary's intercession. On the eve of the Assumption feast day, I received an email from the Post Office inviting me
for a job interview on August 22, my Marian Consecration Day, the Queenship of Mary. I got the job as long as
I passed a few requirements. After weeks of paperwork, drug testing, a physical etc., I received my letter of
congratulation, welcoming me to the Post Office. This letter was dated September 8, Mary's birthday! It occurred
to me when I received this letter that everything seemed to fall on a feast day of our Lady. The day I initially
applied for the job was the feast of the Visitation. Mary had to be interceding for me!

K.T. – email
Dear Father,
I was scheduled to have my heart shocked in the operating room due to a heart condition. My heart was beating in an abnormal rhythm which makes the upper left chamber of my heart form clots that can cause strokes.
Now I am on blood thinners to prevent this from happening. During my last visit with the cardiologist, I mentioned my fear of having my heart shocked. He wanted a second opinion and thought maybe my thyroid was the
cause. I saw an endocrinologist who did more blood work and found the cause of my heart condition--hyperthyroidism. I am now on medicine that will slowly allow my heart to return to its normal rhythm. Prior to all of this
I sent my name to be placed at our Lady's Shrine. My prayers to our Blessed Mother for a cure were answered.
Our prayers are not always answered right away, but with continued faith and devotion, Mary will listen and hear
your prayers. Mary is our Mother for all times.

J.M. – PA

Our Mission
The Association of the Miraculous Medal brings Jesus Christ to the world by inspiring devotion to Mary, Our
Lady of the Miraculous Medal, through whom we unite ourselves in prayer to grow in holiness while supporting
the apostolic mission and charitable works of our Vincentian priests and brothers.
The National Shrine of the Miraculous Medal is our center of prayer. We appreciate any support you can offer
to help offset the cost of our quarterly Bulletin. Please use the enclosed reply envelope to send your support
and your prayer requests. As always, you are remembered in the Masses and prayers offered at our Lady’s Shrine.

AMM Board of Directors
Sr. Helen Brewer, D.C. - Patrick Carron - Connie Eichhorn - Mary Lou Frank - Fr. John Gagnepain, C.M.
Debbie Gahan - Deacon Tom Schumer - Roger Steinbecker - Fr. Ray Van Dorpe, C.M. - Gary Welker
Our Board Members welcome your emails at ammboard@amm.org

Novena & Octave Schedule for Members & Promoters
Members’ Novena: March 15th - 23rd
Members’ Novena - April 17th - 25th

Easter Octave of Masses: April 1st - 8th
Members’ Novena - May 11th - 19th

Members’ Novena - June 12th - 20th

New Phone Hours for the Association
Beginning January 29, 2018, the Association’s new phone hours will be 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., CT.

